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How to Play Omaha Hi-Lo 8 or Better Poker

What is Omaha Hi-Lo 8 or Better Poker?

If you know how to play pot-limit Omaha (or "Omaha high"), you are well on your way to learning
how to play Omaha hi-lo.

As the name suggests, Omaha hi-lo is a "split-pot” version of Omaha poker in which players
compete for both the "high" and "low" halves of the pot. Omaha hi-lo is usually played with fixed-
limit betting and often turns up in "mixed game" formats like H.O.R.S.E. (in which Omaha hi-lo is
the "O") or the popular 8-game mix.

You will sometimes see the game referred to simply as "Omaha 8" or even "O/8" or more
elaborately as "Omaha hi-lo 8 or better." The name gets styled differently, too, as "Omaha High-
Low," "Omaha poker high-low" and so on.

Pot-limit and no-limit versions of Omaha hi-lo are also popular, especially online either as cash
games or tournaments.

Here we go over the poker rules for Omaha Hi-Lo 8 or Better.

How to Play Poker for Beginners Check out the rules and basic strategy to all the popular poker
formats Click Here

How to Play Omaha Hi-Lo Split-8-or-Better Poker

The basic rules for Omaha hi-lo are very similar to pot-limit Omaha. See "How to Play Omaha
Poker" for an overview of how to play Omaha poker, which is itself a variation on regular Texas
hold'em.

Just like in pot-limit Omaha, players are dealt four cards in Omaha hi-lo and are required to use
two of those four cards in combination with three community cards in order to make a five-card
poker hand.

As in hold'em or pot-limit Omaha, if a player bets and everyone folds before the showdown, the
player wins the pot without having to show a hand. However, if the final bet is called and there is a
showdown, hands are examined to see who has the best "high" hand and who has the best "low"
hand, with each winning one-half of the pot.

Omabha Hi-Lo Split-8-or-Better Rules

In Omaha hi-lo, the "high" hand is determined exactly the same way as in hold'em or Omaha
"high" games (like PLO), following traditional hand rankings.

The "low" hand requires a little more explanation, especially if you are new to split-pot games or
hi-lo poker.
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First of all, whatever cards you use to make your high hand, that makes no difference when
making your low hand. You can use the same two cards, the other two cards, or any combination
just as long as you use two cards from your four-card hand plus three of the community cards to
build your five-card poker hand.

The rules of Omaha hi-lo is usually played with a "qualifier” for the low hand, meaning all of the
cards making up a low hand have to be ranked eight or lower. That's where the "split-8-or-better"
comes from, a phrase usually added to the name of the game.

A qualifying low hand consists of five unpaired cards ranked eight or lower. For the low hand, the
ace is considered a low card (the lowest), while it can also serve as the highest-ranking card in
high hands.

Also worth noting — if your lowest five cards make a straight or a flush, that doesn't matter in
Omaha hi-lo, you've still got a low hand (if all are ranked eight or lower). In other "lowball" games
like 2-7 no-limit triple draw, flushes and straights hurt you by making your low hand higher, but in
Omabha hi-lo that is not the case.

That means a hand consisting of 5-4-3-2-A would be the lowest possible hand — that is to say,
the best "low hand" in Omaha hi-lo. This hand is sometimes called a "wheel." The next lowest
possible hand is 6-4-3-2-A. The worst low hand that qualifies as a low in Omaha hi-lo would be 8-
7-6-5-4.

A good way to figure out which low hand is best is to arrange the hand from highest card to lowest
card and then to think of the hand as a five-digit number, with the lowest number being the best
(or lowest) hand. Thus 5-4-3-2-A (54321) is better than 6-4-3-2-A (64321), and 6-4-3-2-A is better
than 6-5-3-2-A (65321) and so on.

An Example of an Omaha Hi-Lo Split-8-or-Better Poker Hand

Let's say a hand of Omaha hi-lo goes to showdown with the final board reading A63KQ.

You hold AK74, and your opponent has QJ42.

Your best possible high hand is two pair, aces and kings — using the A and K in your hand
pairing them with the ace and king on board, with the queen being a kicker.

Your best possible low hand is 7-6-4-3-A — using the 7 and 4 in your hand along with the three
low cards on the board. Note how you can't use the ace in your hand when making your low
hand, since you have to use exactly two cards in your hand and three on the board (and there is
an ace on the board).

Your opponent, meanwhile, has you beat both for the high and the low!

Your opponent's best possible high hand is a flush — using the two diamonds in his hand (J and
4) and the three diamonds on the board.

Your opponent's best possible low hand is 6-4-3-2-A — using the 4 and the 2 in his hand along
with the three low cards on the board. 64321 is lower than 76431, so your opponent has you beat.
Winning both halves of the pot like this is called a "scoop"” or "scooping,” which is something you
always want to try to do when playing split-pot or hi-lo poker games.

Sometimes in Omaha hi-lo there is no qualifying low hand. This is the case whenever there are
less than three unpaired cards ranked eight or lower on the board.

For example, if the board is 9KA4J, there are only two cards ranked eight or lower on the board
(the ace and four), which means it is impossible for anyone to make a low hand. When that
happens, whoever has the best high hand scoops the whole pot.

Conclusion

Omabha hi-lo is not difficult to learn, especially if you already know how to play pot-limit Omaha.
The strategy can be complicated, though, with a great deal of importance placed on
understanding what are strong starting hands (e.g., hands containing an ace with at least one or
two low cards, especially a deuce) and not making the mistake of battling for only half of the pot
(just the high or low).
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medida que o reldgio passava na temporada da UConn, as celebracdes estavam bet 365 ofertas
pleno andamento. Depois de um desempenho dominante os Huskies tinham atingido outra vitoria
com dois digitos — desta vez levando para casa também a prataria!

A vitéria de 75-60 sobre os Caldeiras Purdue encerrou o segundo titulo consecutivo do
campeonato nacional masculino da NCAA, consolidando a equipe Huskies no pantedo das
grandes equipes universitarias.

O primeiro campedo desde a Florida bet 365 ofertas 2006 e 2007 -e apenas o terceiro de 1973,
UConn ganhou seus titulos na forma enfaticamente categorica.

No ano passado, os Huskies se tornaram o primeiro programa na histdria da Divisdo | masculina
a realizar esse feito.

"Quero dizer, vocé ndo pode nem mesmo envolver bet 365 ofertas mente bet 365 ofertas torno
dele porque s6 sabe o quéo dificil este torneio €", disse Dan Hurley aos reporteres apos a vitéria
sobre Purdue. “Que grupo especial de pessoas uma equipe técnica e um incrivel conjunto

"O Uconn € um lugar especial nesta época do ano e eles nos déo todos os recursos que
precisamos para fazer isso assim bet 365 ofertas mar¢o ou abril."

As melhores {img}s da March Madness Final Four dos homens.

A maquina vencedora do UConn foi desenvolvida na década de 1990 sob o lendario treinador
Jim Calhoun, que trouxe a primeira competicdo nacional masculina para Storrs bet 365 ofertas
1999.

Ele passou a ganhar mais dois bet 365 ofertas 2004 e 2011 antes de Kevin Ollie ganhou o
Huskies quarto 'em 2014 depois Calhoun se aposentou. UConn, entédo finalmente voltou ao topo
da montanha no 2024 sob HURLEY s conquistando quinto titulo nacional do programa E
recuperando seu lugar como equipe para bater na faculdade basquete masculino'S College
Embora os Huskies tenham perdido trés dos seus principais contribuintes antes da temporada
passada — com Adama Sanogo, Jordan Hawkins e Andre Jackson Jr. todos se mudando para a
NBA - foi mais do mesmo este ano no esquadrdao de HURLEY S

A dupla de guardas da equipe, Tristen Newton e Stephon Castle tem sido quase imparavel para
defesa contra a oposi¢cao ao ataque a bomba; enquanto o surgimento do Donovan Clingan no
centro forneceu as dimensdes necessarias.

O guarda de toda a América, Newton tinha 20 pontos e sete assisténcias no jogo do
campeonato. Clingan teve 11 ponto bet 365 ofertas seu melhor desempenho para desacelerar o
jogador estrela da Purdue com um numero oposto: Zach Edey que terminou por 37 Pontos na
derrota dos 10 rebotes nos jogos perdidos

UConn foi a equipe mais bem-arredondada na competicdo, ostentando o melhor diferencial de
pontos do pais como resultado da ofensa e uma defesa top-5.

Os Huskies ganharam agora seis campeonatos nacionais, o terceiro de todos os tempos no
basquetebol masculino da NCAA Division |. Todos esses 6 vieram desde 1999, mais do que
gualquer outro time masculinos nesse periodo e so ficaram bet 365 ofertas segundo lugar durante
esse tempo para a equipe feminina (10) na escola ndia



Como eles conseguiram esse nivel de sucesso? Para Hurley, a resposta € simples.

"Somos o melhor programa do pais agora", disse Hurley ao Coy Wire da Sport.

Com titulos de back-to -back seguros, a questédo agora é: pode o UConn alcangar um histérico
trés peat?

Nenhuma equipe conseguiu o feito no jogo masculino desde UCLA fez isso nos anos 1960 e
1970, ganhando sete campeonatos nacionais bet 365 ofertas linha reta entre 1967-1973 sob
treinador John Wooden.

Tal é a natureza do basquete universitario, 0s programas tém que encontrar consistentemente
novas fontes de talento como jogadores declaram para o NBA ou transferir-se bet 365 ofertas
diferentes escolas.

O UConn néo é diferente, com Newton Castle e Clingan todos projetados para serem redigidos
no Draft da NBA de 2024.

Hurley tera que evocando um pouco de bet 365 ofertas magia para recrutar alguns dos seus
recrutadores, a fim da préxima onda do titulo desafiantes aos trés-peat. Mas logo apoés o triunfo
desta segunda feira ele estava cheio com elogios pelos jogadores e por isso esta deixando esta
entressafra!

"Quero dizer, incrivel. O legado que eles estdo deixando bet 365 ofertas um lugar dificil de deixar
uma heranca", disse Hurley ao Wire da bet 365 ofertas ."

"Apenas um lugar que é impossivel ser jogadores historicos, ter legados tdo bons quanto
qualquer pessoa bet 365 ofertas quem ja tenha colocado o uniforme. E dificil fazer na UConn por
iISso ndo poderia estar mais orgulhoso e vamos sentir muita falta deles."
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