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Community card poker game

Omaha hold 'em A showdown in Omaha. Player on the left wins

with Three of a kind. Exactly two hole cards must be used. Alternative names Omaha Type
Community card poker Players 2—10 Skills Probability, psychology Cards 52 Deck French
Rank (highlow) AKQJ10987 654 32 Play Clockwise Chance Medium to high
Omaha

hold 'em (also known as Omaha holdem or simply Omaha) is a community card poker game
similar to Texas hold 'em, where each player is dealt four cards and must make their

best hand using exactly two of them, plus exactly three of the five community cards.

The exact origin of the game is unknown, but casino executive Robert Turner first
brought Omaha into a casino setting when he introduced the game to Bill Boyd, who
offered it as a game at the Las Vegas Golden Nugget Casino (calling it "Nugget
Hold'em").[1][2] Omaha uses a 52-card French deck. Omaha hold ‘em 8-or-better is the
"O" game featured in H.O.R.S.E.

History [ edit ]

Omaha hold 'em derives its name from

two types of games.

"Hold'em" refers to a game using community cards that are shared by

all players. This is opposed to draw games, where each player's hand is composed only
of concealed cards, and stud games, where each player's unique hand contains a mix of
cards visible to the other players and concealed hole cards.

In the original Omaha

poker game, players were only dealt two hole cards and had to use both to make a hand
combined with community cards.[3] This version of Omaha is defined in the glossary of
Super/System (under Omaha) as being interchangeable with "Tight hold 'em". Across all
the variations of the game, the requirement of using exactly two hole cards is the only
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consistent rule. The "Omaha" part of the name represents this aspect of the

game.

Explanation [ edit ]

In North American casinos, the term "Omaha" can refer to

several poker games. The original game is also commonly known as "Omaha high". A
high-low split version called "Omaha Hi-Lo", or sometimes "Omabha eight-or-better" or
"Omaha/8", is also played. In Europe, "Omaha" still typically refers to the high

version of the game, usually played pot-limit. Pot-limit Omaha is often abbreviated as
"PLO." Pot-limit and no-limit Omaha eight-or-better can be found in some casinos and
online, though no-limit is rarer.[4][failed verification]

It is often said that Omaha

is a game of "the nuts", i.e. the best possible high or low hand, because it frequently
takes "the nuts" to win a showdown. It is also a game where between the cards in their
hand and the community cards a player may have drawing possibilities to multiple
different types of holdings. For example, a player may have both a draw to a flush and
a full house using different combinations of cards. At times, even seasoned players may
need additional time to figure what draws are possible for their hand.

The basic

differences between Omaha and Texas hold 'em are these: first, each player is dealt
four hole cards instead of two. The betting rounds and layout of community cards are
identical. At showdown, each player's hand is the best five-card hand made from exactly
three of the five cards on the board, plus exactly two of the player's own cards.

Unlike Texas hold 'em, a player cannot play four or five of the cards on the board with
fewer than two of their own (nor can a player play three or four of his or her hole

cards).

A maximum of eleven players can be dealt a hand in Omaha, regardless of whether

or not burn cards are used, however Omaha is most commonly played six handed or nine
handed.

Some specific things to notice about Omaha hands are:

As in Texas hold 'em,

three or more suited cards on the board makes a flush possible, but unlike that game, a
player always needs two of that suit in hand to play a flush. For example, with a board
ofK 9 Q Q 5, aplayerwith A 2 4 5 cannot play a flush using the

ace as would be possible in Texas hold 'em; the player must play two cards from in-hand
and only three from the board (so instead, this player's best hand is two pair: Q Q

55 A ). Aplayerwith2 3 K J can play the spade flush.

, a player with

play a flush using the ace as would be possible in Texas hold ‘em; the player must play
two cards from in-hand and only three from the board (so instead, this player's best
hand is two pair: ). A player with play the spade flush. The same concept applies to
straights. In Omaha, a player cannot use only one hole card and four cards on the board
to play a straight. For example, with a board of 5 6 7 8 A , a player with J

J 49 o0rJ J 9 9 cannot play a straight. But a player withJ J 4

3 can play a straight from 3 to 7,

, a player with or play a straight. But a player

with play a straight from 3 to 7; Two pair on the board does not make a full house for
anyone with a single matching card as it does in Texas hold 'em. For example, with a
boardof J J 9 5 9 , aplayerwithahandof A 2 J K cannot play a

full house; the player can only use the A-JtoplayJd J J A 9 , since they

must play three of the board cards. A player withJ 2 9 10 can use their J-9 to

play the full houseJ J J 9 9 (or 9 ). Likewise, a player with 10 5 5

2 can use their 5-5 to play the fullhouseJ J 5 5 5 .

, a player with a



hand of cannot play a full house; the player can only use the to play , since they must
play three of the board cards. A player with use their to play the full house (or).
Likewise, a player with use their to play the full house . Likewise, with three of a

kind on the board, a player must have a pair in hand to make a full house. For example,
withaboardofJ J A J K , aplayerwith A 2 3 K does not have a

full house, the player only has three jacks with an ace-king kicker, and will lose to a
player with only a pair of deuces. This is probably the most frequently misread hand in
Omaha. (Naturally, a person with the fourth jack in hand can make four jacks because
any other card in hand can act as the fifth card, or "kicker".)

Omaha hi-low split-8 or

better [ edit ]

A showdown in Omaha hi-low split. Player on the left wins the low-hand

half with the nut low A-2-3-4-5, player on the right wins the high-hand half with a

full house 5-5-5-J-J

The most valuable starting hand in Omaha hi-low split

In Omaha

hi-low split-8 or better (simply Omaha/8), each player makes a separate five-card high
hand and five-card ace-to-five low hand (eight-high or lower to qualify), and the pot

is split between the high and low (which may be the same player). To qualify for low, a
player must be able to play an 8-7-6-5-4 or lower (this is why it is called "eight or
better"). A few casinos play with a 9-low qualifier instead, but this is rare. Each

player can play any two of their four hole cards to make their high hand, and any two
of their four hole cards to make their low hand. If there is no qualifying low hand,

the high hand wins (scoops) the whole pot. This game is usually played in the fixed
limit version, although pot limit Omaha/8 is becoming more popular. A few low-stakes
online tournaments feature no limit Omaha/8.

The brief explanation above belies the

complexity of the game, so a number of examples will be useful here to clarify it. The
table below shows a five-card board of community cards at the end of play, and then
lists for each player the initial private four-card hand dealt to him or her, and the

best five-card high hand and low hand each player can play on showdown:

Board: 2 5

10 7 8 Player Hand High Low AlanA 4 5 K5 5 A 108 75 4

2 ABryanA 3 10 10 10 10108 775 3 2 A Chris7 9
J QJ 10 9 8 7 Cannot qualifyDerek4 6 K K8 7 6 5 4
76542EveA 36910987675 32A

In the

deal above, Chris wins the high-hand half of the pot with their J-high straight, and
Bryan and Eve split the low half (getting a quarter of the pot each) with

7-5-3-2-A.

Some specific things to notice about Omaha/8 hands are:

In order for anyone

to qualify low, there must be at least three cards of differing ranks 8 or below on the
board. For example, a board of K-8-J-7-5 makes low possible (the best low hand would be
A-2 , followed by A-3, 2-3, etc.) A board of K-8-J-8-5 , however, cannot make any
qualifying low (the best low hand possible would be J-8-5-2-A , which does not
qualify). Statistically, around 60% of the time a low hand is possible.

to qualify low,

there must be at least three cards of differing ranks or below on the board. For
example, a board of makes low possible (the best low hand would be , followed by, ,
etc.) A board of , however, cannot make any qualifying low (the best low hand possible
would be , which does not qualify). Statistically, around 60% of the time a low hand is
possible. Low hands often tie, and high straights occasionally tie as well, as do, even



more rarely, full houses. In theory, it is possible to win as little as a 14th of a pot
(though this is extraordinarily rare). Winning a quarter of the pot is quite common,
and is called "getting quartered."” One dangerous aspect of playing for the low pot is
the concept of "counterfeiting”. To illustrate, if a player has, for example, 2-3 and

two other cards in their hand and the flop is A-6-7 , that player has flopped the "nut
low". However, if either a 2 or a 3 hit the board on the turn or the river, the hand is
"counterfeited" and the nut low hand is lost (the player still has a much weaker low
hand however, with 3-4 , 3-5 and 4-5 making better lows). This is why there is
significant extra value in possessing the "protected" nut low. To illustrate this, if

the player has 2-3-4 in their hand their low is protected, i.e. if a 2 or 3 hits the

board they still have the lowest possible hand. To lose the nut low in this case either
a2anda3,a 2anda4, ora3anda4 would have to hit the board on the turn and
the river (giving the nut low to a player holding 4-5 , 3-5 and 2-5 , respectively), an
unlikely possibility. For similar reasons it is significantly better to possess the
protected nut low draw over the low draw. For example, this could be having A-2-3 with
a flop of 7-8-9 ; any low card below 7 on the turn or river gives the player the best
low.

and two other cards in their hand and the flop is , that player has flopped the

"nut low". However, if either a or a hit the board on the turn or the river, the hand

is "counterfeited" and the nut low hand is lost (the player still has a much weaker low
hand however, with , and making better lows). This is why there is significant extra
value in possessing the "protected” nut low. To illustrate this, if the player has in
their hand their low is protected, i.e. if a or hits the board they still have the

lowest possible hand. To lose the nut low in this case eithera anda,aand a, ora
and a would have to hit the board on the turn and the river (giving the nut low to a
player holding , and , respectively), an unlikely possibility. For similar reasons it

is significantly better to possess the protected nut low draw over the low draw. For
example, this could be having with a flop of ; any low card below on the turn or river
gives the player the best low. When four or five low cards appear on the board, it can
become very difficult to read the low hands properly. For example, with a board of 2
6 A58, thehand2 4 5 K is playing a 6-5-4-2-A (either their 2-4

with the board's A-5-6, or their 4-5 with the board's A-2-6 --either way makes the
same hand). In this situation he is often said to be playing their "live" 4 , that is,

their 4 , plus some other low card that matches the board but still makes a low because
the one on the board isn't needed. A player with 3 5 10 J is playing a "live" 3

, for a low of 6-5-3-2-A , which makes a better low. However, a player with 3 7 Q

Q can only play 7-5-3-2-A low; even though he has a "live" 3, he must play two low
cards from their hand, and so he must play their 7-3 , and cannot make a 6 -high low
hand.

, the hand is playing a (either their with the board's , or their with the

board's --either way makes the same hand). In this situation he is often said to be
playing their "live" , that is, their , plus some other low card that matches the board
but still makes a low because the one on the board isn't needed. A player with is
playing a "live", for a low of , which makes a better low. However, a player with can
only play low; even though he has a "live" , he must play two low cards from their
hand, and so he must play their , and cannot make a -high low hand. Starting hands with
three or four cards of one rank are very bad. In fact, the worst possible hand in the
gameis2 2 2 2 . Since the only possible combination of two cards from this

hand is 2-2 , it is impossible to make low. As no deuce remains to appear on the board,
it will be impossible to make three deuces or deuces full, and anyone with any matching
card to the board will make a higher pair. Likewise, starting with four cards of one
suit makes it less likely that you will be able to make a flush. Starting with four
different suits yields no chance for a flush, and starting with four disconnected cards



reduces straight possibilities. Computer analysis of the best starting hands has proven
that the best starting hand for Omaha is A-A-K-K (double suited). One favorite starting
hand for Omaha is A-A-J-10 (double suited), because of its wider range for making the
nut straight (J-7, Q-8, K-9, and A-10). For the Hi-Lo variation, the most valuable
starting holding is A-A-2-3 (double suited). [5]

bad. In fact, the worst possible hand

in the game is . Since the only possible combination of two cards from this hand is

it is impossible to make low. As no deuce remains to appear on the board, it will be
impossible to make three deuces or deuces full, and anyone with any matching card to
the board will make a higher pair. Likewise, starting with four cards of one suit makes
it likely that you will be able to make a flush. Starting with four different suits

yields no chance for a flush, and starting with four disconnected cards reduces

straight possibilities. Computer analysis of the best starting hands has proven that

the best starting hand for Omaha is (double suited). One favorite starting hand for
Omaha is (double suited), because of its wider range for making the nut straight (J-7,
Q-8, K-9, and A-10). For the Hi-Lo variation, the most valuable starting holding is
(double suited). Hands to avoid tend to contain mainly middle-ranked cards, which are
of little use for any low splits and which tend to generate lower pairs and sets,

weaker flushes and lower straights and can be very expensive. Four of a kind is the
worst possible starting hand in Omaha, in contrast to most other poker games, where it
is exceptionally strong. [6]

Straights and flushes are ignored when judging low hands.

Low hand ranks from best to worst: 5-4-3-2-A (the wheel), 6-4-3-2-A, 6-5-3-2-A,
6-5-4-2-A, ..., 8-7-6-5-4. Low hands can thus be read as humbers between 54,321 and
87,654 (with the exception of any number that has a pair, i.e. 54,322). The lowest
number that any player can make, while ordered from high card to low, is the best
possible low hand in play. For example: 2356 7 winsover A2 3 4

8[7]

Pot-limit Omaha [ edit ]

The worst starting hand in Omaha

Pot-limit Omaha

(frequently shortened to PLO) is popular in Europe, online, and in high-stakes "mixed
games" played in some American casinos. This variant is more often played high only,
but can also be played high-low. To a still greater degree than in Limit Omaha Hi-Lo,
PLO is a game of drawing, when drawing, to the nut hand.[8] Second best flushes and
straights can be, and frequently become, losing hands, especially when a player is
willing to commit their entire stack to the pot. Furthermore, because of the

exponential growth of the pot size in pot-limit play, seeing one of these hands to the
end can be very expensive and carry immense reverse implied odds.

Wraps [ edit ]

In

poker, an out is any unseen card in the deck that will give a player the best hand. A
wrap is a straight draw with nine or more outs.[9] This is called a wrap because the
player’s hole cards are said to wrap-around the board cards. In Texas hold 'em, where
players have two hole cards, the greatest number of straight outs possible is eight;
however, in Omaha, there are four hole cards, which can result in straight draws which
can have up to 20 outs. An example of a twenty-out wrap is J 10 7 6 on a flop of 9

8 2. To hit a straight, any of the following cards is needed: 5555666 7
77101010JJJQQ QQ.

Redraws [ edit ]

A desirable hand to have in

PLO is the current best hand with a redraw. For example, if the board is Q J 10, and
the player has A K Q Q, then not only do they have the current best hand possible



(their ace-king makes the ace-high straight), but they also have a redraw with the two
gueens in their hand because if the board pairs, they will make a full house, or four
gueens. A K Q Q would be an even better hand because it has flush and royal flush
redraws as well. In fact, with the Q J 10 board, A K Q Q is approximately an

80-20 money favorite over a random hand containing ace-king (see freerolling). Even a
pair of queens with any two spades is better than 55-45 against a random ace-king
hand.

Omaha Variations [ edit |

The most common variations of Pot Limit Omaha high are

Five-card Omaha, commonly referred as "Big O" very popular in Southeastern United
States as a home game and Six-card Omaha or 6-O which can be found in many casinos
across the UK. Some online poker rooms support Five-card Omaha, Six-card Omaha and
Courchevel.

"Big O" (occasionally called Five-card Omaha or 5-O) began appearing in

Southern California in 2008 and had spread to most of the card rooms in the area by the
end of the year.[citation needed]

Sometimes the high-low split game is played with a 9

or a 7-high qualifier instead of 8-high. It can also be played with five cards dealt to

each player instead of four. In that case, the same rules for making a hand apply:
exactly two from the player's hand, and exactly three from the board.

Courchevel [ edit

]

Courchevel is named after the high-end ski resort in the French Alps. According to

the urban legend, bored tourists wanted to play a version of poker no-one has ever
played before, so they came up with this game. The place where Courchevel was most
commonly played was the Aviation Club de France in Paris. That casino is now
closed.[10]

In the game of Courchevel,[11] players are dealt five hole cards rather

than four. Simultaneously, the first community card is dealt. Following an opening
round of betting, two additional community cards are dealt, creating a 3-card flop,
where the structure of the game is then identical to standard Omaha. Still, exactly two
of the five hole cards must be used. Courchevel is popular in France but its popularity
has expanded in other parts of Europe, particularly the United Kingdom. Courchevel is
also available in a hi-low 8 or better variety, and while Courchevel is rarely offered

on any of the major online poker sites, as of 2024, hi-low sit-and-go games at the

micro stakes level can be found taking place several times a day on Pokerstars, which
had the game since 2013.[12]

See also [ edit ]
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Titulo principal: Latemporada de Aston Villaen la
Champions League

Prediccion de los escritores 4 de Guardian: 6° puesto (NOTA: no necesariamente la prediccion
de Ben Fisher, sino 4 la media de las predicciones de nuestros escritores)

Posicion de latemporada pasada: 4 4° puesto

Perspectivas

En el momento en que parecia 4 que Unai Emery estaba desacelerando, arrugoé el cefio una vez
mas y entregd un emotivo discurso de despedida. "Quiero disfrutar 4 mas y mas", dijo en el
escenario del elegante banquete de fin de temporada de Aston Villa en mayo, minutos 4 después
de confirmar su lugar en la Champions League. "Ahora comienza un nuevo desafio para nosotros,
construir de nuevo un 4 equipo, ser fuertes, siempre aumentar nuestro nivel"'. Luego, como una
especie de drop de micréfono, levantd el pufio izquierdo en 4 celebracion del lugar de Villa en la
competicion de futbol europeo mas prestigiosa en 41 afos. "jArriba el Villa, arriba 4 el Villa!",
grito.

Ese momento, compartido con aficionados, personal y jugadores en un salon del 4 Holte End,
brindé una instantanea de la mente de un entrenador obsesionado, absorto en su trabajo incluso
en una noche 4 de celebracién. También explica por qué Villa no tiene deseo de descansar en
sus laureles, apoyado en su agresiva pero 4 estratégica aproximaciéon al mercado de
transferencias, incorporando ocho jugadores y moviendo ocho, en parte debido a las reglas de
rentabilidad 4 y sostenibilidad. Emery no firmé una extension de contrato de cinco afios hasta
2029 para navegar a la deriva. 4

Han pasado solo cuatro afios desde que firmaron a Mbwana Samatta y Borja Baston,
desesperados por 4 goles frente a la amenaza del descenso a la Championship, pero habiendo
evitado esa crisis existencial, ahora pescan en un 4 estanque diferente, compitiendo por la crema
y nata de Europa. La temporada pasada estuvieron cerca de atraer al extremo espariol 4 Nico
Williams y este verano Emery apunt6 a Joao Félix, después de completar los traspasos de
Amadou Onana e lan 4 Maatsen por un combinado de £88m, y firmar a los jovenes prometedores
de Juventus Enzo Barrenechea y Samuel Iling-Junior. 4

La clara preocupacion es cdmo se las arreglaran con al menos ocho partidos de alto voltaje 4 que
se agregaran al calendario. Emery, que ha transformado a Villa en una fuerza dindmica,
seguramente disfrutara el desafio. Después 4 de llegar a las semifinales de la Europa Conference
League la temporada pasada, también tiene los 0jos puestos en ganar 4 un trofeo. "Por supuesto,
ahora [el objetivo es] ganar la Champions League, como lo hizo Aston Villa en 1982", dijo 4 entre
grandes aplausos en la noche en que se confirmo su lugar de regreso a la élite. "Si, pero si 4
estamos alli serd mas facil que si no lo estamos”, sonri6. "Lo més importante es: tener suefios".

El entrenador

4 Exigente. Es la palabra clave de Emery y lo que pide a sus jugadores, se lo hace 4 a si mismo,
con el entrenador de 52 afios conocido por ver clips del ~"python oponente mientras esta en la
cinta de 4 correr en la base de entrenamiento de Bodymoor Heath de Villa. Un cuatro veces
ganador de la Europa League - 4 el progreso de Villa ha sido tan rapido que han omitido esa
competicion - Emery parece enamorado del prestigio de 4 jugar en Europa. Hubo entusiasmo en
su voz cuando discutié su primera visita al Johan Cruyff Arena, tomando {img}grafias el 4 dia



antes de que Villa se enfrentara a Ajax la temporada pasada, y luego esta el meticuloso trabajo
de campo, 4 estudiando tendencias y analizando a todos, desde el FC Andorra hasta el Barnsley.
No es de extrafiar, entonces, que después 4 de los partidos a menudo se permita "enfriarse"
antes de hablar con los medios.

Estrella emergente

4 Técnicamente, Jaden Philogene es una nueva firma de £13m, pero todo el mundo en Villa esté
bien versado en sus 4 habilidades, incluso aunque solo ha hecho tres breves apariciones para el
club en cuatro temporadas. El extremo, que anoté dos 4 goles en su debut con la seleccién sub-
21 de Inglaterra el afio pasado y fue sobresaliente en la Championship para 4 Hull la temporada
pasada, anotando un memorable rabona contra Rotherham, esta de regreso en entornos
familiares después de su estadia 4 en el este de Yorkshire. Philogene llegé a Villa en 2024 desde
la Pro:Direct Academy en el norte de Londres, 4 pero fue permitido partir el verano pasado a
pesar de impresionar en la pretemporada, con la condicion de que cualquier 4 venta incluyera una
clausula de recompra. Ante el interés de rivales de la divisiobn, Emery tuvo conversaciones cara a
cara 4 con Philogene para convencerlo de que esta vez tendria una plataforma para brillar.
"Quiero hacer lo mismo que hice en 4 Hull, aqui en Villa Park", dijo.

Cuadro general fuera del campo

"Shaaarron, ¢ has visto mis Preds?" La linea candidata 4 a la frase del afio provino de Ozzy
Osbourne en el video de lanzamiento de la camiseta local de Villa. 4 Después de las quejas de
los jugadores la temporada pasada sobre los uniformes, Villa acordé un trato con Adidas para 4
asegurarse de que se vean bien en su regreso a la Champions League, ayudados por el
copropietario, Nassef Sawiris, quien 4 posee alrededor del 7% de la corporacion alemana.
"Creemos que debemos ser juzgados por la compafia que mantenemos"”, dijo el 4 presidente de
negocios de Villa, Chris Heck, quien a veces trabaja desde la oficina central de Londres del cluby
4 dice que el plan es aumentar los ingresos en £400m para 2027. En términos de las fastidiosas
regulaciones de rentabilidad 4 y sostenibilidad, la venta de un activo clave fue una necesidad, con
la salida de Douglas Luiz rumbo a Juventus. 4

Estrella

Han pasado dos afios desde que Ollie Watkins describié su deseo de ser visto como 4 un
"asesino” frente a la porteria, citando a Harry Kane. Después de 19 goles en la maxima categoria
la temporada 4 pasada y superando a Kane en Alemania, es mision cumplida. Watkins, quien
comenzé su carrera en Exeter City, desde donde 4 fue enviado a préstamo al Weston-super-Mare
de sexta division, se ha transformado en algo asi como una superestrella elegante en 4 Villa. Ha
anotado 70 goles en 169 apariciones en todas las competiciones. Watkins es rapido, de fuerza
sorprendente, un rematador 4 clinico y una amenaza aérea, pero quizas su atributo menos
apreciado sea su casi constante disponibilidad. Watkins ha =™
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